
Urge Congress to Protect Medicare Patient Access
For many patients fighting a blood cancer or
other blood disorder, a bone marrow or cord
blood transplant is the only curative therapy.
Prior to innovative medical breakthroughs,
patients 65 years and older could not receive a
transplant due to pre-transplant preparations
being too toxic for them. With new pre-
transplant protocols, more Medicare
beneficiaries are currently being referred for
transplant.

Yet, the current Medicare reimbursement policy creates a barrier to patients actually
receiving these transplants, since the rates do not adequately cover the cost of
acquiring the cells, let alone the post-transplant care. The federal government
recognized this potential problem for solid organs and separated the payments for
organ acquisition from the services provided. We are working with the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Congress to apply a similar policy for
bone marrow and cord blood transplants. If the current policy does not change, it is
highly likely that hospitals may limit or no longer accept patients covered under
Medicare. Since transplants are the difference between life and death for many
patients, this situation is indefensible. 

Fortunately, Members of Congress are considering legislation that would mandate
the separate payment for the cost of acquiring the cells used in transplant. This
change would make reimbursement for bone marrow, peripheral blood stem cell and
cord blood transplants similar to that applied to solid organs; including those organs
donated through the living kidney donor process. 

Urge your Members of Congress to support this upcoming legislation! Medicare
beneficiaries need your help: be the voice to save a life.

Learn more about the legislation >

Act Now!

Appropriations: In Case You Missed It
Thank you for your efforts to protect funding for
transplant! As you know, each year the C.W.
Bill Young Cell Transplantation Program
(Program) and the National Cord Blood
Inventory (NCBI), operated by the National
Marrow Donor Program/Be The Match, request
continued federal funding through the
Congressional Appropriations process. These
dollars go directly to adding more diverse
donors and cord blood units to the Be The Match Registry®, helping patients and
families navigate the complex healthcare system and supporting research to
discover and apply therapies to improve patient outcomes. 

While funding levels have remained level, last year the Congress increased Fiscal
Year (FY) 2017 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education (Labor HHS)
federal funding for the NCBI by $1 million. This increased funding allowed us to add
667 more cord blood units to the national registry. 

The House of Representatives Appropriations Committee has approved the FY2018
Labor HHS bill which maintains funding for both the Program and NCBI; including
the extra $1 million for the NCBI grant program. The Senate Appropriations
Committee has also included funding at levels that match those in the House.  

While Congress has yet to pass the final healthcare funding legislation, it did agree
to a Continuing Resolution (CR) earlier this month which funds the government and
federal programs at FY2017 levels through early December 2017.  Given that
FY2017 and FY2018 levels for the Program and NCBI in both Chambers,we are well
positioned going into the end of the year, even if the Congress ends up not passing
a final appropriations bill for FY2018 and moves only another CR. 

Tell Your Story
Members of Congress love to hear from and about their constituents. As we are on
Capitol Hill talking with Members of Congress and their staff, we want to share your
powerful stories. If you have been impacted by blood cancers and other blood
disorders, we'd love to hear from you. Your story has the potential to positively
impact legislative and policy efforts.

Share your story >

Have Questions?
We are available to answer questions and

offer support.
legislation@nmdp.org

Be The Match
Be part of our Facebook community and

connect with others supporting our mission.
facebook.com/BeTheMatch

Feedback BeTheMatch.org/advocacy

Click here to unsubscribe from Be The Voice email communications.

Your privacy is important to us. Read our Privacy Statement.

Be The Voice is an electronic newsletter published by National Marrow Donor Program®/Be The
Match®. This e-newsletter is sent only to those individuals who have requested it. If this e-mail message
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